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The roles of Journalist in 1989

(Yau Ho Laam, 2D)

Photos reflect the history of what happened in 1989. Take the photo of
the “‘Tank Man’ as an example. We can see bravery of the man, challenging
several tanks - the powerful state apparatus. However, what is more
important is the journalist - and their unseen courage. Even if they had
taken out their cameras from a far distance, the army could have attacked
them, thinking that they were a threat.

Is reporting the truth to let readers know what is happening in society
a threat or a crime that needs to be punished with violence, or death? Even
when Mr Poon, ex-RTHK executive producer of Hong Kong Connection,
went back to Tiananmen a few years ago to have an interview with a
weiquan lawyer who has been through the protests, he still needed to take
great care to ensure all the professional equipment be returned to the hotel
safely and that the interview could be conducted without attracting notice.
In fact, they were still surrounded by many policemen.

Luckily, there are currently regulations protecting the freedom of press
in Hong Kong. However, due to recent cases like the dismissal of Commercial
Radio host Li Wei-ling, Ming Pao management's decision to assign a
Malaysian to take up a senior post as principal executive editor at the
paper, there are signs which indicate possible interference in news reporting.
As the younger generation of society, should we uphold the spirit of the
students at Tiananmen to fight for our voice as citizens and for a better
society? As Hongkongers, we have more opportunitues to understand the
disappearing past, and we should ‘stand up, speak loud’. If not, we will be
kept silent, losing the voice we have now.

Our country is developing rapidly in economic, scientific, technological
and many other aspects. When can we see Mr Democracy? We are
waving hands at you.




Hi! My name is Hattie Clarkson and | moved from my home in England to
Hong Kong in August to work for the Chatteris Edu- cational Foundation. | am
from Blackpool, in the north-west of England. However, | spent the last four
years studying Psychology at Edinburgh University in Scotland. The focus of
my degree was on the Psychology of Bilingualism, looking at how children
acquire a second language and the psychological benefits of bilingualism.
This is what motivated me to look for a job working with 'English as a second
language learners'. | am so happy to have ended up in such a wonderful
school in such a vibrant and exciting city. My Hong Kong experience so far has been great. Everybody
has been so welcoming and | am getting the opportunity to try all these new amazing foods and | have
been spending my weekends hiking or at the beach. | was also lucky to be able to visit Guilin in China
on one of the long weekends, which has sparked my interest to travel more and to return to China as
soon as possible.

The Chatteris Educational Foundation is a registered non-profit charitable organisation which aims to
improve the English of Hong Kong students by placing native English speakers (CNETS) in local
schools with the hope that by providing the opportunity for regular and authentic interactions in English,
student's confidence will be increased, as will their motivation to learn and speak English

As a CNET my job involves taking classes of up to 20 students for English
speaking-focused lessons. These lessons are designed to be different
from their usual English lessons. In my lessons | aim to create a more
informal environment where students are comfortable in speaking English
and in which the key focus is on interaction, either through group work,
presentations or class discussions.

As part of the English Language Environment Enrichment Programme |
also hold regular activities around school to try and make learning English
fun and to promote the use of English outside of the classroom. In this term
so far we have had a very successful Mid-Autumn Festival, where students
solved riddles in English, and also a cultures and festivals party which took
place over a number of days with pifiata making workshops, opportuni-
ties to learn Spanish from our exchange student and games to learn
about different festivals all around the world. This fulfilled another part
of my job, to promote cultural exchange and broaden the world view of
students at Lam Woo.

As well as these larger events, | also
spend time during lunch and after school
in the English corner or around school,
providing the opportunity for students to
come and talk to me or play games in
smaller groups. | have even been taken out to lunch in local restaurants

by some Form 6 students.
JOattie
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